the operational modifications to BCG would result in no significant odor impacts. In addition,
OCWR has implemented an Odor Impact Minimization Plan (OIMP) with the existing BCG
operation, which will continue to be implemented with the operational modifications. All PDF &
OCM incorporated into the existing operation will also continue to be implemented.

On the basis of substantial evidence in light of the whole record, the modification of operations at
the BCG Composting Operation at the FRB Landfill will not result in any changes to this
significance conclusion. The modified project is therefore in compliance with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15162 and 15164 and therefore a subsequent EIR or ND is not required.

Biological Resources

The original MND for the BCG Composting Operation found that the project would result in no
impact to biological resources. The BCG is located entirely on Phase V-D of the FRB Landfill
that is underlain completely by a soil stockpile and heavily disturbed. A large portion of the site
is also underlain by refuse underneath the soil stockpile. There will be no disturbance to
biological resources and no impacts to any sensitive plant or animal species. The project will also
not result in any impacts to riparian habitat or wetlands. The project will not interfere in any way
with the movement of any migratory species or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites. In
addition, the proposed project will not result in the removal of any trees, so there will be no
conflicts with the County’s tree protection ordinance. While the project is located in the Natural
Community Conservation Plan/Habitat Conservation Plan (NCCP/HCP) for the Central and
Coastal Subregions of Orange County, the project is located on the FRB Landfill site, which is
an existing permitted use in the NCCP/HCP. The project will not result in the removal of any
coastal sage scrub or any other native habitat. The project is consistent with NCCP/HCP policies
and therefore no impacts will occur. The expanded facility boundary included in Phase 1C
remains within areas of the landfill that are already completely disturbed and underlain by refuse
or soil stockpile. For the same reasons found in the original MND, the modifications to
operations at the BCG will not result in any significant impacts to biological resources.

On the basis of substantial evidence in light of the whole record, the modification of operations at
the BCG Composting Operation at the FRB Landfill will not result in any changes to this
significance conclusion. The modified project is therefore in compliance with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15162 and 15164 and therefore a subsequent EIR or ND is not required.

Cultural Resources

The original MND for the BCG Composting Operation found that the project would result in no
impacts to historical, archaeological, or paleontological resources since the project is located
entirely on a soil stockpile that is primarily underlain by refuse and is already heavily disturbed.
The modifications to the BCG Composting Operation will not disturb soils or ground outside of
the footprint of the existing FRB landfill and will therefore not impact historical, archaeological,
or paleontological resources. For the same reasons found in the original MND, the modifications
to operations at the BCG will not result in any significant impacts to cultural resources.
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On the basis of substantial evidence in light of the whole record, the modification of operations at
the BCG Composting Operation at the FRB Landfill will not result in any changes to this
significance conclusion. The modified project is therefore in compliance with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15162 and 15164 and therefore a subsequent EIR or ND is not required.

Energy

The original MND for the BCG Composting Operation found that the project would result in no
impacts to energy resources. In consideration of the modifications to the operations at BCG, an
updated Energy assessment was prepared by LSA (included in Appendix A). Based on the
updated assessment, the BCG and operational modifications will not result in the wasteful,
inefficient or unnecessary consumption of energy resources during project construction or
operation. The BCG is located on the FRB Landfill which is an existing landfill operation. Green
waste that will be composted was already being brought to the landfill for disposal prior to the
implementation of SB 1383, thereby resulting in a minimal increase in energy consumption.
Based on anticipated fuel consumption, the proposed project would be a minimal fraction of fuel
consumption in Orange County and therefore would not result in a potentially significant
environmental impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy
resources during project construction or operation. In addition, because California’s energy
conservation planning actions are conducted at a regional level, and because the project’s total
impact on regional energy supplies would be minor, the proposed project would not conflict with
or obstruct a State or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency. For the same reasons
identified in the original MND, the modifications to operations at the BCG will not result in any
significant impacts to energy resources.

On the basis of substantial evidence in light of the whole record, the modification of operations
at the BCG Composting Operation at the FRB Landfill will not result in any changes to this
significance conclusion. The modified project is therefore in compliance with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15162 and 15164 and therefore a subsequent EIR or ND is not required.

Geology and Soils

The original MND for the BCG Composting Operation found that the project would result in less
than significant impacts to geology and soils. The original MND also concluded that the project
would have no impacts with regard to wastewater disposal and paleontological resources. No
known active faults cross or trend toward the FRB Landfill site. Seismic risk assessments prepared
for the FRB landfill determined negligible risk for permanent displacement, liquefaction, lateral
spreading, or subsidence. The BCG is not located near known landslides at the FRB Landfill, nor
would the project site be affected in any way by known landslides. The underlying geologic
formations and soils at the FRB Landfill are considered to have low expansive potential. BCG
Composting Operation, including modifications, will not result in the development or use of septic
or wastewater treatment systems, and the project area is located entirely on a previously disturbed
soil stockpile, and therefore no impacts to wastewater with regard to wastewater disposal or
paleontological resources will occur. For the same reasons found in the original MND, the
modified project will not result in any significant impacts to geology and soils.
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On the basis of substantial evidence in light of the whole record, the modification of operations at
the BCG Composting Operation at the FRB Landfill will not result in any changes to this
significance conclusion. The modified project is therefore in compliance with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15162 and 15164 and therefore a subsequent EIR or ND is not required.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

The original MND for the BCG Composting Operation found that the project would have less
than significant impacts to greenhouse gas emissions. The greenhouse gas emissions impact
analysis prepared for the original MND for BCG concluded that the project would not generate
greenhouse gas emissions either directly or indirectly that may have a significant impact on the
environment, nor would the project conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted
for the purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases. The analysis also found that the
new truck trips and equipment associated with the composting operation would result in an
insignificant increase when compared to the existing environmental setting of the active FRB
landfill. Pursuant to AB 32 and other laws and regulations mentioned in the greenhouse gas
emissions impact analysis, composting is viewed as a positive step for reducing greenhouse gas
emissions in California by diverting some organic waste materials from landfills that would
otherwise generate methane, which is a greenhouse gas.

The updated study prepared by LSA (Appendix A to this Addendum) analyzed the effect that the
modified operations at BCG would have. That study concludes that the operational modifications
would be lower than significance thresholds, would not be cumulatively considerable, and would
therefore not result in a new significant impact. In addition, for the same reasons described in the
original MND, the operational modifications would also not conflict with any greenhouse gas
reduction plans.

On the basis of substantial evidence in light of the whole record, the modification of operations at
the BCG Composting Operation at the FRB Landfill will not result in any changes to this
significance conclusion. The modified project is therefore in compliance with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15162 and 15164 and therefore a subsequent EIR or ND is not required.

Hazards & Hazardous Materials

The original MND for the BCG Composting Operation found that the project would have less than
significant impacts to hazards and hazardous materials. The BCG, including operational
modifications, will not result in the use or transport of hazardous materials. The operation does
and will continue to generate leachate from the composting process which is and will continue to
be collected and reused in the composting operation equipment. Equipment used in the composting
operation is and will continue to be properly maintained so that there are no major spills or leaks
of diesel fuel, oil or other fluids used in the standard operation of the heavy construction equipment
that will be used at the composting operation. A spill response plan has been prepared and will
continue to be implemented in compliance with NPDES requirements. The BCG is not located
within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school, is not on a list of hazardous materials
sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5, and is not located within an airport
land use plan area or within two miles of an airport. The original MND determined that the project
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does not impair or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or emergency
evacuation plan. The project is located within a high fire hazard area, but the original MND
concluded that the project will generate a less than significant impact with respect to wildland fires
as the operation is located on the FRB landfill which is already completely disturbed, proper
operational practices and fire control practices will be utilized to minimize fire risk, and the
operation is, and modifications thereto will be, designed and maintained to meet all OCFA
requirements. In addition, the project included various PDF & OCM to further reduce the project’s
less than significant impacts, which will continue to be implemented with the operational
modifications. For the same reasons identified in the original MND, the modifications to
operations at the BCG will not result in any significant impacts to hazards and hazardous materials.

On the basis of substantial evidence in light of the whole record, the modification of operations at
the BCG Composting Operation at the FRB Landfill will not result in any changes to this
significance conclusion. The modified project is therefore in compliance with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15162 and 15164 and a subsequent EIR or ND is not required.

Hydrology and Water Quality

The original MND for the BCG Composting Operation found that the project would result in less
than significant impacts to hydrology and water quality.

The BCG Composting Operation generates leachate that must be captured. During storm events,
surface water runoff and leachate is collected on-site in a lined pond and reused within the
composting operation. Collected runoff and leachate is not discharged to the storm water
drainage system and will not degrade ground or surface water quality. The project, including
operational modifications, will not result in a substantial increase in the rate or amount of surface
water runoff nor result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site, as runoff and leachate are
collected on site and reused on site.

The project including operational modifications will not result in the violation of any water quality
standards or waste discharge requirements. OCWR has applied for coverage under Order WQ
2015-0121-DWQ, General Waste Discharge Requirements for Composting Operations and
coverage for Construction Activities and Industrial Activities under the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination Systems Permit (NPDES), issued by the California Regional Water Quality
Control Board, Santa Ana Region (RWQCB). OCWR has also implemented a project specific
Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) consisting of several Best Management Practices
(BMPs) to control surface water runoff, erosion and siltation at the project site during construction
and operation which will be modified accordingly to account for operational modifications.

The project, including operational modifications involves no drilling or deep grading and would
not result in the depletion of groundwater supplies and would not interfere with groundwater
recharge. The project will not result in the alteration of the course of a stream or river. The
project site is not located within a 100- or 500-year flood zone (Zone X) as designated by the
Federal Emergency Management Agency. The project will not expose people or structures to
flooding risks. The project site is not located within a dam inundation area nor in close proximity
to the Pacific Ocean or any large inland water bodies, and therefore will not result in any impacts
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associated with seiche, tsunami or mudflow. The project, including modifications, will also not
result in the obstruction of any water quality control plan or sustainable groundwater
management plan.

To further reduce the project’s less than significant impacts, OCWR included various PDF &
OCM, which will continue to be implemented with the operational modifications in Phase 1C.
For the same reasons found in the original MND, the modifications to operations at the BCG will
not result in any significant impacts to hydrology and water quality.

On the basis of substantial evidence in light of the whole record, the modification of operations at
the BCG Composting Operation at the FRB Landfill will not result in any changes to this
significance conclusion. The modified project is therefore in compliance with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15162 and 15164 and a subsequent EIR or ND is not required.

Land Use & Planning

The original MND for the BCG Composting Operation found that the project would result in no
impacts to land use and planning. The project site, including all modifications is located within
the FRB Landfill. The FRB Landfill is located on unincorporated County property to the north of
the City of Irvine (within the City’s Sphere of Influence) in an area known as Bee Canyon. The
Orange County General Plan designation for the FRB Landfill site is 4LS (Public Facilities;
Landfill Site). Because the property is owned by the County of Orange, the project is exempt
from the provisions of the Orange County Zoning Code, pursuant to Orange County Codified
Ordinance, Ordinance No. 99-02, Section 2, Section 7-9-20(i). The modifications to project
operations will not physically divide an established community, nor will they conflict with any
land use plans, policies or ordinances adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an
environmental effect. For the same reasons set forth in the original MND, the modifications to
operations at the BCG will not result in any significant impacts to land use and planning.

On the basis of substantial evidence in light of the whole record, the modification of operations at
the BCG Composting Operation at the FRB Landfill will not result in any changes to this
significance conclusion. The modified project is therefore in compliance with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15162 and 15164 and a subsequent EIR or ND is not required.

Mineral Resources

The original MND for the BCG Composting Operation found that the project would result in no
impacts to mineral resources. The FRB Landfill site does not contain mineral resources that are
either designated as important to the State of California or are considered to be of local
importance. In addition, the landfill site is not designated as a mineral resource recovery facility.
For the same reasons set forth in the original MND, the modifications to operations at the BCG
will not result in any significant impacts to mineral resources.

On the basis of substantial evidence in light of the whole record, the modification of operations at
the BCG Composting Operation at the FRB Landfill will not result in any changes to this
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significance conclusion. The modified project is therefore in compliance with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15162 and 15164 and a subsequent EIR or ND is not required.

Noise

The original MND for the BCG Composting Operation included a noise analysis which
concluded that construction and operation of the project would result in less than significant
impacts to noise. Although the analysis concluded that no significant impacts would occur,
OCWR added various PDF & OCM to the project to further reduce the project’s less than
significant impacts, which will remain in effect with the operational modifications included in
Phase 1C.

In consideration of the modifications to the operations at BCG, an updated noise assessment was
prepared by LSA (included as Appendix C to this Addendum) to fully assess all proposed
modifications, including construction and operation, new equipment, and changes to daily
vehicle trips associated with the increase in daily tonnage. Project modifications include
operation of the CASP system with blowers to aerate the piles and use of new equipment
including a chipper/grinder, conveyor, and tarp machine. The updated study concludes that the
operational modifications would result in no significant increase or change to noise associated
with construction or operation of Phase 1C.

As with the original project analyzed under the MND, the operational modifications do not result
in a change to project operational hours, and all operations will take place during the daytime
and will not exceed standards established by noise ordinances for the City of Irvine or County of
Orange. The operational modifications will not result in the generation of a substantial temporary
or permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project in excess of standards
established in the local general plan or noise ordinance and will not result in the generation of
excessive ground borne vibration or ground borne noise levels. For the same reasons set forth in
the original MND, and as demonstrated by the updated noise assessment, the modifications to
operations at the BCG will not result in any significant noise impacts.

On the basis of substantial evidence in light of the whole record, the modification of operations at
the BCG Composting Operation at the FRB Landfill will not result in any changes to this
significance conclusion. The modified project is therefore in compliance with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15162 and 15164 and a subsequent EIR or ND is not required.

Population & Housing

The original MND for the BCG Composting Operation found that the project would result in no
impacts to population and housing. The modifications to operations at the BCG will take place at
an existing landfill site and will not result in the displacement of existing people, housing or
businesses as a result of the project. For the same reasons set forth in the original MND, the
modifications to operations at the BCG will not result in any significant impacts to population and
housing.
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On the basis of substantial evidence in light of the whole record, the modification of operations at
the BCG Composting Operation at the FRB Landfill will not result in any changes to this
significance conclusion. The modified project is therefore in compliance with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15162 and 15164 and a subsequent EIR or ND is not required.

Public Services

The original MND for the BCG Composting Operation found that the project would result in no
impacts to public services. The modifications to operations at the BCG will not result in the
increased need for public services such as police, fire, or emergency medical services, the building
of new schools or parks or the need for either expanded or enhanced public facilities and services.
For the same reasons set forth in the original MND, the modifications to operations at the BCG
will not result in any significant impacts to public services.

On the basis of substantial evidence in light of the whole record, the modification of operations at
the BCG Composting Operation at the FRB Landfill will not result in any changes to this
significance conclusion. The modified project is therefore in compliance with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15162 and 15164 and a subsequent EIR or ND is not required.

Recreation

The original MND for the BCG Composting Operation found that the project would result in no
impacts to recreation since the project would not result in the development of any new residential,
commercial, or industrial developments that would increase the need for new recreational facilities
or increase the use of existing recreational facilities. In addition, the BCG operation would not
directly or indirectly impact any existing recreational facilities. For the same reasons identified in
the original MND, the modifications to operations at the BCG will not result in any significant
impacts to recreation.

On the basis of substantial evidence in light of the whole record, the modification of operations at
the BCG Composting Operation at the FRB Landfill will not result in any changes to this
significance conclusion. The modified project is therefore in compliance with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15162 and 15164 and a subsequent EIR or ND is not required.

Transportation/Traffic

The original MND for the BCG Composting Operation included a transportation and limited
scope analysis which concluded that construction and operation of the project would result in
less than significant impacts to transportation and traffic.

In consideration of the modifications to the operations at BCG, an updated transportation and
traffic assessment was prepared by LSA (included as Appendix D to this Addendum) to fully
assess all proposed modifications, including changes to daily vehicle trips associated with the
increase in daily tonnage. The updated study concludes that the operational modifications would
result in no associated significant increase or change to transportation or traffic.
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The composting operation is located at an existing, active landfill. Prior to 2020, when SB 1383
came into effect, FRB received approximately 850 TPD of incoming green waste. Trucks that
were already bringing green waste material to the landfill are now instead diverted to the
composting operation. The existing BCG generates approximately 22 truck trips per day for
trucks taking finished compost to end markets. At an increased maximum daily tonnage of 876
TPD, and using 20-ton per load end dump trucks, the BCG will generate approximately 46 two-
way truck trips per day, with two new truck trips to bring additional material (an additional 26
TPD over the 850 TPD that were already incoming to the landfill prior to SB 1383), and up to 44
truck trips to haul finished compost to end markets (this is inclusive of the 22 truck trips already
occurring for the existing operation). This amounts to 194 average daily trips (ADT), including
20 trips in the a.m. peak hour (10 inbound and 10 outbound) and 25 trips in the p.m. peak hour
(20 inbound and 15 outbound), in Passenger Car Equivalents (PCEs). The updated transportation
and limited scope traffic analysis concluded that the BCG with operational modifications will not
negatively affect the design or operation of the surrounding roadway system. An evaluation of
intersection Level of Service (LOS) shows that the addition of project traffic, with modified
operations, would not negatively affect the study area intersections and is not considered
significant.

Regarding Vehicle Miles Travelled (VMT), according to the City of Irvine’s Traffic Study
Guidelines (November 2021), if a project results in a net increase of 250 or fewer ADT, then the
project is screened out from a VMT,; as the project would generate 194 ADT, it meets the
screening criteria for VMT. According to the County’s Final Draft Guidelines for Evaluating
Vehicles Miles Traveled under CEQA, public services and facilities that support community
health, safety, or welfare are screened from a VMT analysis. Such facilities include fire stations,
police/sheriff stations, jails, community centers, refuse stations, and landfills (i.e., Frank R.
Bowerman Landfill). These facilities are already a part of the community, and as a public
service, the VMT is accounted for in the existing regional average. Therefore, the proposed
operational modifications to BCG also meets the County’s screening criteria for VMT.

On the basis of substantial evidence in light of the whole record, the modification of operations at
the BCG Composting Operation at the FRB Landfill will not result in any changes to this
significance conclusion. The modified project is therefore in compliance with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15162 and 15164 and a subsequent EIR or ND is not required.

Tribal Cultural Resources

The original MND for the BCG composting operation found that the project would result in no
impacts to tribal cultural resources as the project area is completely underlain by a soil stockpile
and is entirely disturbed. Therefore, there is no possibility that tribal cultural resources will be
present or will be disturbed during either the construction or operational phases of the project.

The modifications to the project operations will result in an expansion of the facility boundary.
However, the entirety of the project area will remain on landfill areas that are entirely disturbed.
Therefore, there will continue to be no possibility of impacts to tribal cultural resources. For the
same reasons set forth in the original MND, the modifications to operations at the BCG will not
result in any significant impacts to tribal cultural resources.
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On the basis of substantial evidence in light of the whole record, the modification of operations at
the BCG Composting Operation at the FRB Landfill will not result in any changes to this
significance conclusion. The modified project is therefore in compliance with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15162 and 15164 and a subsequent EIR or ND is not required.

Utilities and Service Systems

The original MND for the BCG Composting Operation found that the project would have a less
than significant impact to water supply, and no impact to other utilities and service systems. The
original MND identified that the composting operation would require significant volumes of water
to facilitate the composting process, to regulate temperatures, and to prevent fires, as well as for
dust control. For the 437 TPD composting operation, it is estimated that approximately 260,000
gallons of reclaimed water are needed each day for moistening the compost piles and for dust
control. Altogether, the FRB Landfill operation and the BCG were estimated to use approximately
320,000 gallons of reclaimed water per day. A water infrastructure and availability study was
prepared in connection with the original MND which concluded that the water purveyor, the Irvine
Ranch Water District, has sufficient infrastructure and supply to accommodate the project’s
projected daily water demand. With the proposed use of CASP, which allows for increased
throughput of materials while conserving water through the use of covered piles, even at a higher
daily tonnage, it is anticipated that the operation will require up to 116,730 gallons per day of water
for daily operations. This amount is not cumulative with previous Phases 1 and 2. Phases 1, 2 and
1C are sequential, therefore the anticipated water use in Phase 1C will with CASP will be less than
the estimated 260,000 gallons per day that are currently used at the greenery. Altogether, the FRB
Landfill operation and BCG will use approximately 176,730 gallons of reclaimed water per day
with the modified BCG operations. This is an overall reduction in daily water usage, and as such
the existing infrastructure and supply remains sufficient to accommodate the project. In addition
to requiring water, the blowers for the CASP system will require electrical power; there is existing
electrical power available at the FRB landfill; therefore, the blowers will be operated via the
existing electrical system. Therefore, the modification of operations at the BCG will not result in
any significant impacts to utilities and service systems.

On the basis of substantial evidence in light of the whole record, the modification of operations at
the BCG Composting Operation at the FRB Landfill will not result in any changes to this
significance conclusion. The modified project is therefore in compliance with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15162 and 15164 and a subsequent EIR or ND is not required.

Wildfire

The original MND for the BCG Composting Operation found that the project would result in less
than significant impacts to wildfire, with no impacts to an adopted emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan, potential for exacerbation of wildfire risks, nor potential risks
associated with post-fire instability or drainage changes.

The BCG is located within a high fire hazard area, as designated by the County of Orange General
Plan. However, the BCG is located on the active FRB Landfill that is completely disturbed. No
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native vegetation is located in close proximity to the facility operational areas, and the potential
for the compost piles to generate fires is minimized by the implementation of proper compost
practices. In the event that a compost pile does catch on fire, the fire will be immediately put out
(i.e., smothered) by the loaders or water trucks at the composting operation. The BCG has been,
and all future modifications will also be, designed and operated to meet all Orange County Fire
Authority (OCFA) requirements. The existing water storage tanks and hydrants already in place
for BCG will continue to service the Phase 1C operation, which maintain a minimum amount of
water at all times for fire water supply, and existing infrastructure continues to meet all
requirements for minimum fire flow pressure, as confirmed by a water infrastructure study
prepared at the time of preparation of the original MND. As the operation phases are sequential
and the CASP operation will utilize less water in daily operations overall, the existing
infrastructure and supply remains sufficient to accommodate sufficient capacity for both daily
operations and fire suppression. For the same reasons set forth in the original MND, the
modifications to operations at the BCG will not result in any significant wildfire impacts.

On the basis of substantial evidence in light of the whole record, the modification of operations at
the BCG Composting Operation at the FRB Landfill will not result in any changes to this
significance conclusion. The modified project is therefore in compliance with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15162 and 15164 and a subsequent EIR or ND is not required.

Basis for Addendum

The modifications to the project will result in various modifications to operations at the
existing Bee Canyon Greenery Composting Facility Operation at the Frank R. Bowerman
Landfill site. These modifications do not propose substantial changes to the project which
would require major revisions to Mitigated Negative Declaration (SCH# 2019099059). The
changes will not result in any new significant environmental impacts for the Bee Canyon
Greenery Composting Facility Operation at the Frank R. Bowerman Landfill, or a substantial
increase in the severity of any previously identified significant effects, as analyzed in the
Mitigated Negative Declaration, and there is no new information of substantial importance to
the project which was not or could not have been known when the Mitigated Negative
Declaration was adopted. Therefore, on the basis of substantial evidence in light of the whole
record, and as discussed in the environmental analysis included above, in accordance with
Public Resources Code section 21166 and CEQA Guidelines sections 15162 and 15164, a
subsequent EIR or ND is not required.
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